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Name
1. Theryn Arnold
2. Kusum Bhatta
3.Patrick Sauriol
4. Elliot Ugalde
5. Farha Haider

Student number
400546923
400350946
400405981
400548047
400547060





Nomination Form – Executive Committee
DUE DATE: February 25th, 2024 at 4:00 PM
For questions about the elections, please contact the Chief Returning Officer, by

Email at gsacro@mcmaster.ca or contact the GSA office by email at macgsa@mcmaster.ca.

Executive Candidate (must be a McMaster University graduate student)

One position is available in the executive committee
Executive Committee:  
President



xVice-President – Internal 




Vice-President – Administration
Vice-President - Services
Vice-President - External 

Faculty Representative Candidate (must be a McMaster University graduate student)

Two positions available for each faculty

Faculty: 


Business 


 
Humanities 

Social Science

Name: Mason Fitzpatrick   

Student number: 400546877
E-mail: mason.fitzpatrick@gmail.com
Candidate signature: MF 

Date: 2/25/2024
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Please provide a statement about yourself and your interest in the position you have selected (max 500 words). This statement will be released on the GSA website and the election ballot during the campaign and election period.

Hello there, my name’s Mason Fitzpatrick and I am seeking the office of Vice-President Internal of the McMaster Graduate Student Association. I was first prompted to look into this endeavor by the events at 10 Bay this year, which I am sure many of you are already familiar with. For those who may not be, 10 Bay is McMaster’s new residence for graduate students that was touted as a luxury living-studying space in downtown Hamilton that was actually an unfinished building with a litany of problems. I saw the tenants band together and push back – democratically and collectively – winning refunds for their rent. When I saw what they were able to accomplish simply by standing together, I realized the amount of power that can be channeled even in brief moments of solidarity. 

I see the GSA as a potential vehicle for this spirit of solidarity. Its democratic structure offers a way for us to pool resources and help each other out when needed. Things get tough at grad school sometimes but I think that a GSA which is focused on providing the maximum level of care and support to graduate students, we can make this place great. As rent and expenses rise while funding remains stagnant, the GSA should be investing far more in events and supports.

I also want to democratize as much of the GSA’s operations as possible. This is our association and I think that its management should be done collectively whenever possible. The GSA’s operations are a little too opaque for my liking and I think that transparency should be maximized. If we want an engaged graduate student body, we need to know more about how decisions are made with our money and resources. 

Another thing I would like to explore is a rethinking of the way we use the space in the Phoenix. As a business, the place has been superbly managed from my understanding. However, it is our space as much is it a source of revenue and I would like to hold votes on adding things like pool tables or areas that folks can hang out in without necessarily ordering anything. I would also like to organize a big party at the Phoenix for all graduate students, possibly in collaboration with Bridges in the basement. It’s a great space, let’s use it!
One more thing I am hoping to reinvigorate is the GSA’s softball league, which I would like to invest lots of resources into recruiting teams for. I think it would be a great way to build more community at McMaster.
